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His Majesty the King of Italy, the Sieur Edward Count de Launay, His Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to His Majesty the Emperor of Germany, King of Prussia,
who, furnished with full powers found in good and due form, have agreed upon the following Articles:
ARTICLE I.
The High Contracting Parties, having in mind only the maintenance, so far as possible, of the territorial status quo in the Orient, engage to use their influence to forestall any territorial modification which might be injurious to one or the other of the Powers signatory to the present Treaty. They shall communicate to one another all information of a nature to enlighten each other mutually concerning their own dispositions, as well as those of other Powers.
However, if, in the course of events, the maintenance of the status quo in the regions of the Balkans or of the Ottoman coasts and islands in the Adriatic and in the Aegean Sea should become impossible, and if, whether in consequence of the action of a third Power or otherwise, Austria-Hungary or Italy should find themselves under the necessity of modifying it by a temporary or permanent occupation on their part, this occupation shall take place only after a previous agreement between the two Powers aforesaid, based upon the principle of a reciprocal compensation for every advantage, territorial or other, which each of them might obtain beyond the present status quo, and giving satisfaction to the interests and well founded claims of the two Parties.
ARTICLE II.
The High Contracting Parties mutually promise secrecy as to the contents of the present Treaty.
ARTICLE III.
The present Treaty shall enter into force from the day of the exchange of ratifications and shall remain so until May 30, 1892.